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Arc  Public  HchocU  a  Failure  T 

Taa  importance—  the  absolute  neoeasity— of 
educating  all  the  children  in  a  republic,  it  gene¬ 
rally  acknowledged.  The  impossibility  of  doing 
thia  in  private  aohoole  is  eo  evldeut,  that  the  re¬ 
spective  States  of  this  nation  have  established 
systems  of  Free  Public  Instruction. 

A  great  amount  of  money  has  been  invested  in 
lands,  buildings,  furniture  and  apparatus;  and 
large  sums  are  spent  annually  in  the  payment  of 
teachers'  salaries.  In  this  State,  of  about  1,000,- 
000  inhabitants,  the  value  of  public  school  pro¬ 
perty  is  $4,330,000 ;  last  year  the  expense  of 
conducting  the  schools,  (not  including  building 
or  repairs,)  was  $1,707,000,  almost  the  whole  of 
which  was  spent  in  paying  the  salaries  of  2,031 
teachers.  From  this  outlay  of  money,  and  the 
time  and  labor  of  these  teachers,  together  with 
the  care  and  earnest  work  of  Superintendents 
and  other  offloero,  large  results  should  be  attained. 
Has  this  been  done  f  There  are  not  a  few  who, 
in  answering  this  questiou,  declare  that  our  Pub¬ 
lic  Schools  are  a  failure.  Thievery  has  become 
so  oomrnon  in  some  quarters,  that  we  feel  called 
npoo  to  notioe  it,  and  to  express  our  conviction 
that  such  an  opinion  is  altogether  groundless. 
It  results  either  from  ignorauco  of  what  has  been 
done,  or  from  too  great  expectations  of  wbat 
could  be  done. 

Few  persons,  except  teachers  and  school 
officers,  know  the  amount  of  labor  required,  and 
the  difflcnltiesoDcountered  in  conducting  Public 
Schools ;  but  to  organise  and  establish  them  is  u 
still  more  difficult  task.  In  this,  as  in  all  other 
kiuds  of  business,  experience  is  ueceesary  to 
suocees. 

But  it  is  said  that  onr  Public  Schools  are  now 
well  established,  in  good  working  order,  and  yet 
do  not  prodpoe  the  results  that  may  be  reason¬ 
ably  expected.  One  complains  that  the  children 
do  too  mnch  marching,  and  not  enough  study  ing; 
another  that  too  mnch  time  is  spent  on  the  intri¬ 
cate  parts  of  Arithmetic,  and  in  learning  a  useless 
list  of  names  in  Geography ;  another  says  that 
Reading  and  Writing  are  neglected ;  while  others 
insist  that  Object- Teaching,  Natural  Science,  and 
the  like,  should  occupy  the  most  prominent  place 
in  the  curriculum  of  studies. 

Without  replying  to  each  of  these  separately, 
let  us  look  at  the  work  the  educator  has  to  per¬ 
form.  Public  Schools  may  be  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  District  and  the  Graded  Schools. 
The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  giving  a  good  edu- 
oatlou  to  the  children  of  the  district  school,  are 
are  the  distance  which  many  of  them  must  walk 
to  reach  the  school-house,  thus  making  the 
attendance  light  and  irregular  In  bad  weather 
the"  small  amount  of  money  apportioned  to  each 
district,  rendering  it  almost  impossible  to  engage 
an  able  and  experienced  teacher ;  and  the  large 
number  of  different  classes  that  must  be  heard 
by  one  person,  thus  allowing  too  little  time  for 
each  recitation.  As  long  as  this  is  the  state  of 
matters,  such  mast  be  the  results.  ** 

But  it  is  from  the  graded  schools  that,  much 
has  been  expected  and.  it  is  claimed,  not  realized. 
Ilere  we  must  distinguish  between  city  schools 
and  those  situated  in  the  townships.  The  for¬ 
mer  do  not  generally  receive  the  credit  due  them. 
They  have  a  large  and  troublesome  class  to  care 
for,  from  which  the  latter  are  to  a  great  degree 
exempt  Even  in  the  cities  themselves  there  are 
districts  in  which  the  children  make  mnch  higher 
attainments  than  in  others  where  the  teachers 
are  equally  able  and  faithful.  This  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  due  to  the  home  influence.  Much 
depends  on  the  system  adopted  by  the  school 
officers ;  more  on  the  teacher.— We  might  here 
tarn  aside  to  speak  of  the  great  difficulty  there 
exists  of  finding  able  and  faithful  teachers  and 
the  reasons  for  this  ;  but  this  question  of  itself 
would  occupy  more  than  our  allotted  space.— 
We  return  to  the  subject  of  home  influence  in  its 
bearing  on  school  education. 

In  many  parts  of  our  cities,  and  the  same  may 
be  said,  to  a  certain  degree,  of  onr  growing  vil¬ 
lages  and  towns,  many  parents  do  not  care 
whether  their  children  go  to  school  or  not. 
Others,  by  filth,  idleness,  and  intemperance, 
counteract  the  lessons  of  cleanliness,  industry, 
sobriety  and  ngorallty,  inculcated  in  school.  And 
yet  it  is  no  small  advantage  to  keep  away  from 
such  influences  for  five  or  six  hours  every  day, 
children  who  would  otherwise  be  engaged  in  the 
M  mischief'  whioh  a  certain  notorious  character 
always  “  finds  for  idle  hands  to  do."  One  great 
objqpt  of  our  Public  Schools  is  to  inculcate  vir- 
tnona  principle*,  to  teach  habits  of  order,  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  industry.  In  estimating  their  success, 
this  work  altould  have  its  due  prominence. 

Another  matter  not  to  be  slightly  spoken  of, 
is  the  fact  that  many  ohildren*Vho  would  other¬ 
wise  remain  entirely  uneducated,  learn  to  read, 
ao  that  they  can  understand  the  newspaper  or 
magazine.  This  one  acquirement  often  lewis  to 
others;  and  when  not,  It  enables  the  possessor 
to  know  something  of  ths  leading  topics  of  the 
day,  and  keeps  him  from  many  sins  of  idleness 
and  ignorance. 

According  to  statistics  furnished  by  the  sccu- 
jate  Superintendent  of  Newark  Schools,  more 
than  half  of  the  ohlldren  who  enter  the  primary 
departments  leave  school  before  they  are  twelve 
years  of  age.  Of  tfe  rest,  not  one-hair  complete 
the  grammar  achool  conrae;  while  only  five  per 
cent  of  the  whole  ever  enter  the  nigh  School, 
and  |only  twenty  per  cent  of  theee  graduate.— 


These  statements  are  (n  some  reepqota  dleooor- 
agiug,  and  lead  one  to  aek  whether  we  should 
lot  resort  to  “  compulsory  education." 

But  the  aohoole  have  done  much  more  than 
keep  children  from  idleness,  and  teach  them  to 
read  and  write ;  they  bake  furnished  a  good  edu¬ 
cation  to  thousands,  who  have  never  entered 
other  aohoola.  The  chief  regret  la  that  ao  few 
will  avail  themeelvee  of  the  opportunities  offered. 

Where  in  individual  instance#  complaint  ia 
made  that  tha  Public  School  ia  a  failure,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  private  school  ia  a  failure  to  the 
same  degree.  In  neither  is  the  system  always 
without  fault,  or  the  teaoher  a  model  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  But  if  home  influence  were  right,  theae 
complaints  would  seldom  occur.  This  subject  ia 
of  paramount  importance  at  the  present  time,  and 
innst  he  fully  discusaed  before  the  people,  until 
they  realise  their. true  position  in  this  regard,  and 
become  willing  to  do  their  duty.  Then  there 

ill  be  no  oomplaint  that  Publio  Schools  are  a 
failure. 


Thinking  Mend. 


What  a  relief  it  is  sometimes  to  ventilate  our 
thoughts  in  the  hearing  of  others !  How  refresh¬ 
ing  to  give  substance  «ud  expression  to  our  cogi¬ 
tations  1 

How  common  it  is  to  find  persons  who  are  un¬ 
informed  of  oertaiu  matters  and  things  which  we 
mpposed  everybody  knew  all  about  I  Some¬ 
times  we  are  surprised  at  ignorance  of  a  word  or 
term  which  had  become  so  familiar  to  ourselves 
that  we  oannot  account  for  any  one  not  know¬ 
ing  it. 

These  are  chance  occurrences,  it  ia  true,  yet 
by  no  means  infrequent.  Tiiey  are  more  or  less 
rectified  by  society ;  and  yet  we  are  not  sore 
but  the  very  developments  of  society,  the  rapid 
progress  of  knowledge,  and  the  unceasing  and 
accelerated  whirl  of  hatnan  activities,  are  often 
the  cause  of  the  chance,  if  we  may  bf  ,  Pardoned 
the  unintentional  hull  I 


ice,  if  we  may  bepardot 
u,_ 


About'  Advbbtibiho. — We 
readers,  after  looking  through  our  advertising 
columns,  do  not  think  to  themselves  as  we  now 
.think,  aloud. 

They  doubtless  notioe  with  approval  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  the  busineea  firms  who  have  selected  the 
Gazettb  as  an  important  medium  of  bringing 
their  business  before  the  public ;  they  also  note 
the  enterprise  which  prompts  some  of  them  to 
make  a  fuller  display  of  their  business  in  a  liberal 
description  of  wbat  they  have  to  offer  the 
public. 

Do  they  not  also  miss  a  number  of  names 
whose  advertisement  they  would  wish  to  see  in 
the  Gazktts  1  Perhaps  our  readers  can  con¬ 
ceive  of  some  good  reason  for  this  omission  on 
the  part  of  persons  doing  business  in  Bloomfield 
and  Montclair.  Newark  or  elsewhere,  who  look 
to  the  field  covered  by  our  paper  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  share  of  their  patronage.  We  confess 
we  fisil  to  appreciate  their  wisdom  and  sagacity. 
The  familiar  adage — “penny  wise  and  ponnd 
foolish”— has  application  here.  The  Gaxkttb 
belongs  to  BToouifield  (and  Montclair),  and  cir¬ 
culates  among  six  to  ten  thousand  interested 
readers.  It  is  fair  to  believe  that  advertisers 
who  continue  to  make  themselves  known  in  onr 
columns  will  find  ample  returns  for  the  small 
cost,  and  will  convince  onr  readers  that  they  un¬ 
derstand  one  of  the  first  laws  of  succetufhl  trade, 
that  of  reciprocity. 

Thb  Baptist  Church,  Bloomfield,  a  little  jeal¬ 
ous,  ve  suppose,  of  the  editors  of  the  Gazbttb 
for  “  thinking  aloud,"  have  set  up  a  rival  loud- 
thinker— a  vociferous,  sonorous,  musical  thinker. 
Though  they  are  in  point  of  time  behind  the 
Presbyterians  end  the  Episcopalians  in  this  re¬ 
gard,  we  Are  not  sure  bat  they  will  be  adjudged 
to  have  exceeded  theif  sister  churches  here  in 
the  superior  style  and  tone  and  delivery  of  their 
striking  thought*.  They  ere  a  progressive  peo¬ 
ple — generally  an  outspoken  people — and  now 
that  we  shall,  through  the  munificent  liberalitg^of 
onr  fellow  townsman,  Mr.  Henry  0.  Spalding, 
lie  permitted  to  eqjoy  the  musical  expression  of 
their  most  striking  thoughts,  may  we  not  ho|>e 
and  beliera  that  every  note  of  that  new  church 
Ml  will  be  in  the  interest  of  true  religion  and 
universal  liberty— of  nntrarameled  Christian 
anion,  denominational  harmony  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  peace  f  Than  will  all  the  town  “  rejoice 
with  exceeding  great  Joy.”  Think  aloud,  thou 
mellifluous  and  significant  exponent  of  the 
church's  echo — Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to 
men  I  We  ore  told  this  bell  weighs  ow,  8,000 
pounds,  and  cost  $1,700.  ^  v 

Montclair. — We  invite  attention  to  two  in¬ 
teresting  communications  from  citizens  of  Mont¬ 
clair,  and  shall  be  happy  to  have  onr  enterpris- 
ing  neighbors  represented  in  every  issue  of  our 
paper.  We  can  never  be  jealons  of  the  growth 
of  that  progressive  and  beautifal  village,  hot 
shall  rejoice  in  her  improvements,  not  donbting 
that  ewery  house  built  there  will  advantage 
Bloomfield  also.  .Items  and  paragraphs,  notices 
and  communications  will  be  thankfully  received 
and  published  to  the  full  extent  of  our  space. 

Neither  will  advertisements  from  her  business 
men  or  subscriptions  to  the  paper  fcptn  1 
citizens  be  refused  1 

Politics!.— “  What  shall  be  done  onto  the 
man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honor!"— The 
significance  of  this  inqalry  will  be  better  appre¬ 
hended  if  we  remember  that  in  our  country 
raort.t  are  sovereign.  The  objeet  of  thia 
ulteranoe  will  be  met  if  otr  '  thinking  aloud 
should  remind  ths  community  thet  for  some 
twelve  years  p*t  no  ottiaen  of  Bloomfield  has 
received  nomination  for  a  County  office ,  that 


the  representatives  of  all  the  towns  in  the 
county,  at  their  recent  meeting,  unanimously  re¬ 
cognized  the  right  of  Bloomfield  to  i 
meat;  that  one  of  our  esteemed  townsmen,  at 
the  instance  of  Montclair ,  was  named  es  the 
people’s  candidate  for  the  offioe  of  County  Clerk; 
that  Joeara  Banks  Raroao,  by  his  peculiar  ex¬ 
perience,  Is  eepectany  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
thet  offioe,  and  by  his  known  industry  and  un¬ 
doubted  integrity,  as  well  as  by  his  suacitcr  in 
modo,  has  commended  himself  to  the  confidence 
and  good-will  of  all  classes  and  all  parties,  nut 
only  In  this,  but  In  all  the  towns— and  is  of 
courts  the  one  whom  the  people  will  elect  by  an 
overwhelming  vote. 

That'i  what  shall  be  done  to  the  ma»VwA<m 
the  “  King  "  dsJighletk  to  honor. 


Want  an,  Dune- M  a  cans  and  BaAMSTaaaeae.— 

We  do  not  know  bow  many,  but  Judging  from 
tike  complaint*  beard  in  most  quarters,  we  should 
aay  not  s  few.  Indeed  we  believe  thet  there  are 
many  families  in  town,  each  of  whom  would  be 
glad  to  engage  the  entire  services  of  s  seamstress 
for  several  months.  A  number  of  neat  sew  era,  of 
industrious  habits  sad  proper" manners,  might  in 
this  way  find  pleasant  homes  for  the  winter,  with 
suitable  wages.  There  is  also  a  demand  for 
seamstresses  by  the  day. 

The  few  dress- makers  in  town  are  so  over¬ 
tend  for  weeks  in  advsuoe.  Both  they  and  their 
customers  would  be  favored  by  the  arrival  of 
fellow  craft*- women. 


Fro*  float'- Ulr. 


Mess  us.  Editor*. — One  of  the  numerous  ad¬ 
vantages  derived  from  the  establishment  of  a 
village  newspaper,  is  the  ready  and  effective 
ineimrifforded  for  the  ventilation  of  local  abuse*, 
briiwtig  them  more  directly  under  the  eye  of 
tlie&ouiiuuuity  as  subject*  for  redress.  “  What 
c’eiT ye  do  ahint  the  door,  behave  y enter  afore 
folygf^oyn old  Scottish  proverb,  very  pithy — 
and  whatever  of  hypocrisy — that  leprosy  of  the 
moral  ssois — it  tnay  be  supposed  to  enclose,  I  think 
that  that  is  very  mnch  qualified  by  the  decorous 
manner,  outwardly,  and  deep  self-respect, inwerd- 
ly,  which  it  evidently  means  to  enjoin.  \ 

Now,  in  accordance  with  an  argument  some¬ 
what  deduced  from  this  aphorism  and  because 
the  propinquity  of  Montclair  and  Bloomfield  is 
so  intimate  that  they  may  be  regarded  ea  blos¬ 
soms  on  one  bough,  or  "Siamese  Twins"  with  the 
isthmus  of  conjunction  daily  abbreviating  until 
the  predestined  fusion  of  their  entities  occurs! 
I  take  advantage  of  your  recent,  neat  and  inter¬ 
esting  petite  creation,  *»  Th*  Bloomfield 
Gazktti,"  for  the  purpose  of  airing  amongst 
ourselves  one  of  the  crying  abuses  of  thia  place, 
and  so  presenting  it  that  it  may  commend  itselr 
to  the  attention  of  thoss  who  may  or  should 
render  some  amelioration  of  the  evil. 

There  ia  in  thia  blooming  little  place,  with  all 
its  soft  rural  attractions,  iU  gentle,  natural  assoc  is 
tions.  fast  rearing  up  a  youthful  hand — who  are 
anything  but  a  band  of  hope,  the  influences  to 
whose  formation  of  character  are  neither  in 
cord  with  the  general  surroundings  of  the  place. 
"  beautiful  for  situation,"  nor  with  the  general 
character  of  the  dwellers  therein.  Often  during 
the  past  summer  have  the  ears  of  those  in  tlie 
least  fastidious  or  inclined  to  virtue  and  refine¬ 
ment,  been  made  to  tingle  while  passing  along 
the  streets  of  this  village,  by  expressions  emanat¬ 
ing  from  these  youthful  students  of  depravity; 
and  not  seldom  have  their  eyes  been  shocked 
likewise  by  witnessing  them  staggering  through 
the  village,  or  lying  in  the  open  air  in  a  state  of 
brutal  intoxication,  mayhap  berating  the  passers- 
by  with  some  choice  patches  of  the  blasphemy 
of  Sodom. 

The  questions  with  us  in  regard  to  this  state 
of  affairs  should  be,  I  think :  At  wboee  door 
doee  culpability  lie  !  Wbat  proportion  of  this 
evil  does  each  of  the  reeponsible  among  us  share  ? 
These  question*  are,  I  imagine,  of  vital  impor¬ 
tance,  and  thonld  be  answered  by  us  at  tlie  tribu¬ 
nal  of  absolute  justice.  No  one  can  wash  big 
hands  of  the  whole  matter.  Society  is  one,  and 
no  member  can  be  discovered  from  the  rest.  We 
should,  then,  in  ths  attitude  of  repentance,  esk 
of  the  Highest,  in  the  simple  and  beautiful  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  prayer-book,  forgiveness  “ for  those 
things  we  did  not,  which  we  ought  to  have  done,' 
and  not  persistently  maintain  that  selfish  isola¬ 
tion  which  is  in  effect  Cain's  exclamation :  ” 

I  my  brother's  keeper  f"  When  the  “  still,  small 
voice "  of  duty  is  heard  aright  in  the  calm  of 
enlightened  conscience,  we  must  regard  it,  not  a* 
a  sound  of  dulcet  variation,  but  as  the  proper 
signal  for  action.  Let  us  exert  ourselves,  each 
and  all,  to  obey,  In  this  instance,  the  behest  of 
that  Providence,  which  in  this  highly  favored 
portion  of  the  world* baa  given  ns  tlie  power  to 
command  onr  rulers.  Letna  apeak  authoritatively 
npon  the  question :  What  shall  done  to  the 
man  who  elect*  himself  to  such  dishonor,  as  for 
« trivial  gain  to  supply  unfortunate  ‘youths  with 
strong  drink!  holding  tlie  intoxicating  glass  to 
their  heads  before  they  know  of  improving 
knowledge  more  than  to  discern  between 

their  right  hand  and  their  left.  Let  os,  in  a 
word,  aill  thia  whole  matter,  do  wbat  we  oan 
to  stop  the  evil,  and  do  what  we  can  to  save, 
possible,  those  premature  wrecks  of  humanity. 

Montclair,  Sept.  21,  1879.  a.  w.  l 


HTAt  the  Annual  Meeting  of  “The  Mabel 
Sociable,"  held  Oct.  7th,  the  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  coming  season  of  1879  and 
1878  :  Willard  Richards,  President ;  F.  0.  Pier¬ 
son,  Vice-President;  Dr.  Chan.  II.  Reiley,  Secre¬ 
tary  ;.Oeo.  A.  Zabriakie,  Treaanrer.| 


A  Word  for  Brood  4»enae. 

Mzmhka  Editors  — While  public  attention 
ia  attracted  toward  the  Telford  pavement 
which  is  putting  down  on  the  illoowliuld 
Avenue,  and  many  people  are  felicitating 
themeelvee  thereat,  let  us  look  at  some  of 
the  other  road*  which  are  uudei 
have  undergone  repair*  in  thfl  old- 

Takc  the  Piateraon  Road  from  the  Poet 
Offioe  to  Bay  Lane,  in  the  “  Morris  Neigh¬ 
borhood  jf  examine  it  thoroughly  within 
thoee  limit*,  and  with  oue  exception  it  will 
be  difficult  to  realize  that  a  oonJderable 
amount  of  work  haa  been  done,  and  money 
spent  upon  it  during  the  euftuner  ;  dertainly 
enough  to  make  a  good  highway,  instead  of 
the  most  miserable  apology  for  a  road  that 
ever  disgraced  a  suburban  neighborhood. 
Where  does  the  money  go  to?  The  tax 
payer  when  he  takes  up  his  tax  list,  finds 
staring  him  in  the  face  this  notification  : 
"  Hoad  Tax  48  cents  on  $1  of  Tuwndup  Tax" 
He  pays  his  assessment,  and  if  he  has  auy 
desire  to  know  how  roads  are  made,  he  can 
inspect  them  occasionally  ;  but  if  from  per¬ 
sonal  observation,  be  comes  to  any  other 
conclusion  than  that  the  work  is  imperfectly 
and  unsatisfactorily  performed,  he  will  prove 
on  exception  to  the  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  this  community.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood,  I  have  every  respect  for  the 
gentlcmeu  whose  business  it  is  to  repair  the 
roadB  and  highways  ;  but  if  other  streets  in 
the  town  are  no  better  than  the  one  I  have 
reference  to,  it  is  obvious  that  somebody 
only  partially  understands  his  business.  Be¬ 
tween  Warren  Baldwin's  and  the  Post  Offioe, 
Broad  Avenue  for  the  most  part  is  as  bail  as 
it  has  been  at  any  time  within  the  last  throe 
years.  The  same  protruding  bowlders  and 
Uj#  deep- worn  and  mud- filled  ruts,  ap)iear 
iu  precisely  the  same  localities  they  occupied 
liefore  repairs  commenced.  The  low  places 
are  low  yet,  anil  the  litgh  onee  high  yet  ; 
where  the  water  stood  last  fall,  it  will  stand 
this  fall,  and  in  all  respects  the  road  will 
continue  to  be  the  aggravating,  disgraceful, 
disheartening  nuisance  it  always  has  been. 
There  can  be  no  change  for  the  bettor  until 
it  becomes  generally  understood,  that  there 
is  as  satisfactory  an  affinity  between  Band 
and  water  for  glue  rnakiug  purposes,  as  there 
is  between  mud  and  stones  for  sulistantial 
road  work.  Rough  stones  piled  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  street  and  covered  with  mud  talo-n 
from  the  gutters,  will  not  make  a  good  read. 
A  dry  porous  material  that  will  permit  the 
water  to  percolate  through  it,  like  the  sand¬ 
stone  gravel  of  which  there  is  an  abundance 
in  this  vicinity,  is  admirably  adapted  for 
making  a  dry,  solid  road  bed,  while  the  cost 
of  hauung  and  putting  down  where  required, 
should  not  greatly  exceed  the  cost  of  any 
other  material ;  but  suppose  the  increased 
expense  amounted  to  60  per  cent  of  the 
original  ex{>enditure,  how  much  better  to 
lay  out  now,  and  once  for  all,  than  to  keep 
up  this  continual  drain  ujwin  the  people's 
pockets,  without  any  satisfactory  exhibit. 
Let  us  have  a  change  fur  the  better. 


Oar  Subscription  List. 

It  ia  not  pleasant  for  oa  to  be  (peaking  of  onr- 
selvea  ;  perhaps  It  would  not  be  necessary  if  onr 
paper  were  more  meritorious  and  attractive.  Bat 
we  are  inexperienced,  and  onr  paper  ia  a  recent 
enterprise.  We  are  acquiring  oar  new  educa¬ 
tion  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  it  is  bat  honest 
to  say  (iirw-whisper,  if  you  please),  that  we  find 
difficulties  which  we  did  not  apprehend,  dis¬ 
couragements  that  we  did  not  look  for,  cai 
are  exceedingly  onorous.  We  will  be 
enough,  however,  to  say  that  we  also  meet  with 
daily  evidences  of  an  increasing  interest  in  our 
paper,  and  a  generous  appreciation  of  oar  bamble 
endeavors.  We  have  nothing  to  ootnplain  of, 
bat  much  to  admire  in  the  helpful  support  so 
gracefully  rendered  by  many,  and  the  patient 
forbearance  exercised  by  all.  It  will  not  be 
deemed  invidions  if  we  name  in  this  connection, 
as  preeminently  valuable,  the  thoagbtfol  interest 
and  sseidaotu  efforts  of  Mr.  Uoraoe  Dodd  to 
further  this  enterprise. 

It  is  ell-important  that  onr  subscription  list  b* 
increased.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  paper  is 
sold  by  the  number;  that  is  always  uncertain 
and  attended  with  more  trouble  and  loss  to  ns. 
We  want  a  regular  subscription  list  of  at  least 
800  in  Bloomfield.  In  Montclair  we  have  e 
respectable  list  whioh  is  constantly  increasing 
We  have  also  numbers  in  Newark,  New  York, 
Brooklyn  and  elsewhere.  As  soon  as  the  sub¬ 
scription  list  will  justify  it,  we  will  publish  the 
paper  weekly. 


rill  publish 


Amwwwtntii. 

Is  making  assessments  for  taxation.  It  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  importance  that  real  estate  should 
be  valued  oorrectly.  Every  year  tlie  taxi 
come  heavier,  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
amounts  spent  for  roads  and  schools,  aa  well 
other  purposes ;  and,  consequently,  the  attention 
of  tax  payers  is  more  carefolly  directed  to  the 
question  of  jnst  and  eqnal  taxation. 

In  townships  the  assessments  are  made  by  a 
■ingle  Assessor ;  his  action  ia  reviewed  by  the 
Township  Committee ;  finally  tlie  Committee  of 
Appeals  decide  on  all  cases  of  dissatisfaction 
This  satisfies  neither  owners  nor  those  engaged 
in  fixing  the  veins.  It  baa  been  suggested  that 
instead  of  thia  complicated  system,  three  Asses 
soni  be  appointed,  one  executive,  two  adriaory 
and  that  they  be  elioaen  from  different,  part*  of 
the  township.  After  they  have  fixed  tlie  values* 
let  certain  days  be  appointed  when  the  book* 
be  examined,  and  w liars  not  satisfactory,  the 


We  call  attention  to  thia  subject  at  thia  early 


day,  that  our  cl tl sens  may  oonalder  and  disease 
the  matter,  and  if  thought  best,  prepare  to  make 
jgiplloation  next  winter  for  the  nsoeesary  legist* 


oopy  the  following  notice  from  the  Pres¬ 
byterian,  of  the  death  of  a  youth  of  great  prom¬ 
ise,  whom  many  in  this  community  will  remem¬ 
ber  as  a  bright  eyed  boy,  in  the  flush  of  health, 
during  tlie  pastorate  here  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newliu. 
“Ellis  James,  son  of  the  Rev.  E  J.  and  Kate 
Newlin,  fell  asleep  In  Jesus  on  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  In  tbe  seventeenth 
year  of  his  age.  During  all  his  slokneaa  his 
memory  vu  perfect,  the  mind  unclouded.  His 
religious  experiences,  the  remembrance*  of  whioh 
so  precious  to  those  who  ministered  to  him, 
were  evoked  by  no  thought  or  fear  of  death.  God, 
as  the  source  of  all  powar — natural  and  spiritual 

-his  infinite  mercy ;  Jesus  aa  the  only  and  all- 
sufficient  Saviour;  and  the  value  of  a  life  folly 
consecrated  to  bis  service — theae  occupied  bis 
attention.  Tha  tenderness,  simplicity,,  and  sin¬ 
cerity  of  his  love  to,  and  trust  in,  tlie  dear  Lord, 
as  be  always  spoke  of  him,  evinced  tbe  presenoe 
of  tbe  blessed  Spirit  As  loving  hearts  com¬ 
mended  bim  to  a  Saviour’s  weloome,  he  passed 
from  earth  peacefully,  without  pain  or  struggle, 
into  heavenly  rest” 

Wa  are  called  npon  also  to  record  the  death,  on 
the  11th  lust.,  in  Brooklyn,  of  Mr.  Wm.  Sher¬ 
wood,  well  known  In  our  town,  aa  tbe  son  of 
Rev.  Jas.  M.  Sherwood,  formerly  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  this  village.  The  foneral 
service*  were  held  at  bis  late  residence  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  and  the  remains  were  brought  hither  and 
buried  in  our  cemetery  on  Monday,  in  presence 
of  a  large  company  of  mourning  relatives  and 
sympathising  friends,  and  a  number  of  ciergyraeo. 
At  the  grave  the  Rev.  Dr.  Newlin  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Kennedy  <winAiuw.il  tha  religious  exercises. 
4  la  comforting  to  learn  that  this  tore  trial  is 
alleviated  by  tjie  assurance  that  tbe  departed  is 
now  happy  with  the  Lord.  Mr.  Sherwood  bad 
been  married  lees  than  a  year,  and  leaves  a  widow 
and  fatherless  infant  to  mourn  their  untimely 


On  Friday  of  last  week,  the  infont  son  of  Phoe¬ 
bus  W.  Lyon  was  killed  by  a  train  of  cars,  ap¬ 
proaching  tha  Bloomfield  I>epoL  The  nurse  in 
charge  of  tbe  child  had  it  in  its  carriage  on  the 
platform.  Removing  her  hands  from  the  car¬ 
riage  to  adjust  her  bonnet,  the  wind  instantly 
set  tlie  little  vehicle  in  motion,  unobserved  by 
nurse,  and  precipitated  the  carriage  and 
child  off  the  platform,  and  was  Instantly  killed 
by  the  resistless  train. 

The  funeral  service*  on  Monday  at  the  resi¬ 
lience  of  the  grandfather,  Wm.  P.  Lyon,  in  pre¬ 
sence  of  s  oonoooreap  of  sympathising  friends, 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Knox  of  Bloomfield, 

sad  Rsv  Dr.  Thomas  8-  Hasting*  of  Now  York, 

in  s  very  touching  end  Impressive  manner. 


Gtarral  Grant. 

Masses.  Editois.— During  the  war,  I  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  an  offioe r  of  tbe  Regular  Army, 
lie  visited  Washington  and  witnessed  the  review 
of  Sherman’s  army.  After  hit  return,  1  enquired 
the  news :  “  Doctor,  I  have  seen  two  men  that 
Washington  has  not  and  net  or  con  spoil.  These 
men  ere  Abraham  Lincoln  and  General  Grant.” 
Thia  gentleman  assisted  in  making  Genera)  Grant 
President,  having  mustered  him  into  the  United 
States  service  as  Col  Grant,  of  an  Illinois  regi¬ 
ment.  Tie  also  mastered  OoL  now  General 
Logan,  Senator  from  the  Stats  of  Illinois.  This 
officer  was  also  a  cleae-mat*  of  General  Grant’s 
at  West  Point 

A  few  day*  »inoe  I  met  a  lady  that  I  and  my 
family  have  known  intimately  for  some  yean. 
She  remarked,  “  I  have  been  for  five  winters 
with  my  husband  at  Washington.  I  have  attend¬ 
ed  many  state  dinners  at  tbe  White  House,  along 
with  my  husband,  bare  seen  six  or  sight  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  wine  on  the  table,  and  have  never 
seen  Genera]  Grant  take  a  glass. "  Again,  “  Ob 
Sunday  morning,  be  it  sunsbittf  or  stormy,  or 
pouring  down  rein,  General  Grant  is  always 
in  his  seat  at  church.”  Such  reliable  testimony 
is  positive  commendation  to  my  mind.  Mol). 


CalarN  Sufey-BcfeMl  agaia. 

I  do  not  wish  that  you  should  occupy  too 
much  space  in  the  columns  of  the  Oaxsttr 
about  one  Monday -school,  bat  a*  this  paper  Is 
destined  to  be  of  htstorio  value  to  Bloomfield,  1 
ask  you  to  allow  me  to  add  to  the  favorable  im¬ 
pression  mads  by  X.  Y.  Z.,  as  wall  as  by  the 
prevloos  communication  of  J.  H.,  in  regard  to 
this  union  enterprise,  aa  1  am  able  to  forntsb 
the  reliable  particulars  and  early  record  whioh 
those  writer*  oould  not  give,  and  at  the  asm* 
time  mention  name*  of  s  number  of  tha  laborers 
in  that  good  work  whom  all  delight  to  honor. 

The  first  Colored  Sonday-sohool  in  Bloomfield 
was  held  in  1890,  in  the  kitchen  of  General  John 
Dodd’s  house,  known  a*  tha  Brick  House,  now 
the  Bakery.  Mias  Charlotte  Dodd  was  the  lead¬ 
ing  spirit,  assisted  by  Mr.  Jotham  Johnson,  a 
young  man  of  much  promise,  but  who  died  at 
the  early  eg*  of  nineteen.  The  School  was  bald 
there  about  two  years,  and  then  removed  to  tbs 
Academy,  under  the  Superintendence  of  Philip 
Hay,  Festus  Hanks,  and  J.  Adams.  The  teachers 
were  the  Misses  Charlotte,  Plimbe,  and  Louisa 
Dodd;  Jane,  Harsh,  and  Ann  Armstrong;  Ke¬ 
lt  ah,  and  Emelina  Ward,  and  Catherine  K  Dodd. 
Of  this  number  there  are  still  living  Mrs."  Phoebe 
Frame,  Mrs.  Gather) ns  K.  Davey,  and  Mias 


